
Timor 1942 Australia’s first commando campaign

7 day Tour
$2,684* USD

23rd April - 29th April, 2015
Includes ANZAC dawn service in Dili

About this tour

Day 1: Arrival, Briefing over luch, significant sites in Dili, 
welcome dinner and slideshow presentation 
(Dili)

Day 2: Dili airfield, 3 spurs camp, Comoro River 
observation post over the Japanese airfield. 
(Dili)

Day 3: Attend the ANZAC service. The first deadly 
contacts in the mountains around Bazar Tete; first 
successful ambushes on the Dili-Vila Maria rd; the pony 
train and the ammunition dump.
(Dili)

Day 4: The May ‘42 Dili raid, the ambush on the 
Singapore Tiger near Remexio and the year-long 
observation post at Darlau.
(Maubisse)

Day 5 The highly contested mountains between 
Maubisse and Ainaro. The major battles at Nunamogue 
and the Same valley, and the murder of the clergy at 
the Ainaro church.
(Ainaro)

Day 6: The Timor Sea; supply from Australia via patrol 
boats, the grounding of the HMAS Voyager, and the 
loss of HMAS Armidale.
(Same)

Day 7: Return to Dili via Maubisse, cemetery in Aileu 
for Portuguese people massacred in October 1942. 
Farewell dinner.
(Dili)

www.timoradventures.com.au
Email: carlos@timoradventures.com.au
Timor SMS +67 077616371 or +67 077261059 

* Excludes airfares 
and Visa

Maxiumum of 10 places available

Paul Cleary, author of 
The Men who Came out of the 
Ground will lead this tour



Timor 1942 Australia’s first commando campaign
About Timor 1942
A small contingent of Australian commandos launched 
relentless hit and run raids on far superior Japanese 
forces in East Timor for most of 1942.
These Australians were the men of the 2/2nd Australian 
Independent Company. Stranded without radio contact 
and declared bearded warrior outlaws by the Japanese 
the men of the 2/2 lived with the threat of execution if 
captured. Chosen for their ability to operate indepen-
dently and survive in hostile territory, with the aid of 
young Timorese men, the 2/2 fought an epic guerrilla 
war forging long lasting ties between the two countries.

What is included?
Comprehensive information about the 
country and the events of 1942,  all 
accommodation (twin share) , all meals, 
all transport (air conditioned 4wd), local 
speaking guide, local mobile phone, 
bottled water

Getting there
Flights from Darwin, Bali or Singapore.
 

Paul Cleary is a senior writer with The Australian newspaper and the author 
of four highly acclaimed books, including The Men Who Came out of the 
Ground, a history of  Australia’s commando campaign on Timor in 1942. 
This book has been praised by historians and family members alike as 
an authoritative, detailed and very readable account of the guerilla war 
fought by the ragged men of the 2nd and 4th Independent Companies. 
Cleary interviewed more than 30 of the last-surviving Australian veterans 
in every state, and he travelled extensively around Timor-Leste to 

interview Timorese criados who fought alongside the 
Australians. Fluent in Tetum, the main language of 
Timor-Leste, Cleary also brings to these tours the 
detailed knowledge he gained working as an adviser 
to the Prime Minister of Timor-Leste after the country 
became independent. His book based on his time as 
an adviser, Shakedown—Australia’s grab for Timor oil, 
topped Lonely Planet’s list for recommended reading 
on Timor-Leste. 

Paul Cleary


