
Light up Atauro
Bringing solar power to villages

About Timor-Leste and the Light Up tours

Timor-Leste is only one hour by plane from 
Darwin. It has been a new nation for 12 years 
and has been busy building everything from 
a police force to an education system. Much 
progress has been made with help from many 
countries including Australia but there is still a 
long way to go.
For many years now the Alternative Technology 
Association (ATA) has been working in Timor- 
Leste to provide small scale solar power 
installations in remote villages. In 2013 the 
ATA in collaboration with Timor Adventures 
commenced Light up Timor-Leste tours so that 
others can become involved in this wonderful 
project whilst also having a really good holiday.

9 days
13th - 21st July

$1,985* USD

+ $800 tax deductable 
donation
*Excludes airfares and visa

Getting to Timor Leste
Darwin - Dili; Air North
Denpasar - Dili; Sriwijaya & Air Timor



About Atauro
Atauro Island is a small island situated 25km north of Dili the 
capital city of Timor Leste. It sits between the Indonesian islands 
of Alor and Wetar. Atauro is about 25 km long and 9 km wide and 
is inhabited by about 10,000 people. Mt. Manucoco is the highest 
point at 999m above sea level. Atauro became part of Portuguese 
Timor as a result of the 1859 treaty of Lisbon. Over the years the 
island has been used as a prison island by the Portuguese and the 
Indonesians.
The name Atauro means ‘goat’ in the local language. It was so 
named because of the large number of goats on the island. The 
island is separated into five districts, each surrounding a village. 
The largest town is Vila Maumeta. There is one bitumen road that 
connects the two main coastal villages of Vila Maumeta and Pala. 
Most inhabitants use walking paths to get to the other villages.
Despite fresh water springs, minor reservoirs and some wells along 
the coast there is a critical shortage of fresh water, especially dur-
ing the drier months and the water quality is poor.
Atauro has two distinct seasons - wet and dry. Vegetation consists 
of Eucalyptus woodland on open slopes and hillsides featuring 
limestone outcrops. Rainforests are present within the valleys. The 
island has suffered from extensive clearing.
Most people of Atauro live a subsistence lifestyle around the 
coastal areas and practise traditional fishing methods using spears, 
nets and traps. Each of the island’s five districts has its own unique 
culture. The people of Atauro speak three dialects of Wetarese, 
which is mainly spoken on Wetar and Liran in Indonesia. Ancient 
animistic beliefs are practiced alongside Catholic, Protestant and 

more recently Aventist religions. Limited access to fresh water, food, health services and education makes 
life challenging, yet this is not reflected in the welcoming smiles and warmth of the people. A ferry, the 
Nakroma, a gift from Germany, connects the island to Dili.
Atauro can also be reached by fishermen’s boats and a water taxi. 
Atauro is recognised as a destination for eco-tourism, and its coral 
reefs are well known for snorkelling and scuba diving.

The ATA (Alternative Technology 
Association) is an Australia not-
for-profit organisation promoting 
sustainable technology and 
practice. The ATA provides 
services to members who are 
actively using good building 
design, conserving water and 
renewable energy.
Since 2001, the Alternative 
Technology Association has 
installed solar lighting and power 
systems in over 1000 homes, 
community 
centres, schools, 
hospitals and 
training centres in 
remote villages in 
Timor Leste

http://www.ata.org.au/

About the ATA   

About Timor Adventures   
Timor Adventures is run by Shirley and Dave Carlos who have a life-
long commitment to community work and passion for adventure travel. 
Their aim is to create economic development in the districts by sharing 
this beautiful country with other like minded visitors. Shirley and Dave 
have strong personal ties to Timor-Leste and have toured extensively 
throughout the country.
Timor Adventures Lda is a registered Timorese company and licenced 
to conduct tours in Timor-Leste.

www.timoradventures.com.au 



Costs, Inclusions and Timelines
Tour dates Tuesday 13th July - Wednesday 

21st July
9 days 9 nights

Tour inclusions • Local Timorese drivers and guides
• All land transport and airport-
pickup
• All accommodation in guest 
houses 
• All meals
• Schedule of activities
• Complimentary mobile phone
for use during length of the tour

What’s not included Airfares
Travel insurance
Visa ($30USD)
Departure tax ($10USD)
Personal items and spending  

Tour cost The price for this tour is $1,985USD 
per person + $800 AUD tax deduc-
table donation to the ATA

Payment Conditions A deposit of $800 AUD per person 
is required to secure the booking
Final Payment is to be made in 
USD by international transfer 60 
days before the commencement of 
the tour

This itinerary is subject to variation due to local conditions

Itinerary 
Day 1 Wednesday 13th July
Dili
Arrive in time for a tour briefing and welcome dinner
Relax and swim at the Dive Centre Lodge

Day 2 Thursday 14th July
Dili
Morning tour of Dili 
Afternoon visit to Tibar Training Centre to learn about sustainability 
in Timor Leste and the work of ATA and meet the local technicians
Dinner at a water front restaurant.

Day 3 Friday 15th July
Atauro
Water taxi across to Atauro and Barry’s Place Eco Lodge.
Over lunch meet our local partners, the staff of Roman Luan 
NGO. Learn about their work and priorities for the island.
Spend the afternoon familiarising with equipment and organised 
for the installation. Optional visit to Bonica sewing workshop 

Day 9 Thursday 21st July
Dili
Morning visit to coffee farm
Visit market place and lunch in Aileu 
Farewell dinner  back in Dili

Timor Adventures
Contract Dave, Shirley or Julio
Email: carlos@timoradventures.com.au 
Mob:  SMS +670 77261059 or +670 77616371 
Web: www.timoradventures.com.au

Atauro island

Day 4 Saturday 16th July
Atauro
Travel to the village where we will be completing the installation 
Welcome lunch and getting to know each other in the village and 
begin installing the lighting systems. Overnight homestay/camping 
in the village

Day 5 Sunday17th July
Atauro
Spend the day in the village completing the instalations, learning 
about local culture and teaching some English. Overnight 
homestay/camping in the village

Day 6 Monday 18th July
Atauro
Return to Barry’s Place for lunch
Free time in the afternoon to explore the island or enjoy 
swimming, snorkelling or fishing.

Day 7 Tuesday 19th July
Dili
Morning water taxi back to Dili
Afternoon tour of Dili

Day 8 Wednesday 20th July
Maubisee
Travel into the mountians, visit Dare War memorial, sacred 
houses at Lekitehi village.
Overnight at the Pousada in Maubisee


